The Price of Sugar

The young people of Dukes Den, a performing arts group led by youth arts workers Alan Fitzgerald and Guy Morris, developed this short film around the theme of Lancaster’s role in the slave trade. Fitz became interested in the idea after attending a training day run by the LEA and the Maritime Museum, and the film gradually evolved over the following year through a creative process that involved the young people at every stage.  “It was a challenging process,” he recalls, “The group did a lot of research in the library, the museum and particularly on the internet so we had a good factual framework to set the story in.  Then we had to consider what we could actually film.  We obviously couldn’t film on board a ship or represent Africa in any way, but we did have access to the Judges Lodgings and Lancaster itself.  At the time, we had no black children in the group either so we couldn’t even try to dramatise an African’s experience.  In the end we decided to stay with Lancaster’s relationship to the subject and look at it through the eyes of a Lancaster family.  I think the group did a good job getting across a range of perspectives, including a particularly unpleasant argument that presented a case for the better treatment of slaves from a very dispassionate economic point of view.”  The film is being shown at the Diversity Festival’s closing event.   

“There is no place you or I can go, to think about or not think about,

 to summon the presences of, or recollect the absences of 

slaves; nothing that reminds us of the ones who made the 

journey and of those who did not make it”.

Toni Morrison 1989

The Slave Trade Arts Memorial project was inaugurated in September 2002 by representatives from local organisations who feel it is important that Lancaster remembers its involvement in the Transatlantic Slave Trade. 

 In the eighteenth century, Lancaster merchants were responsible for the forced transportation of approximately 24,950 Africans across the Atlantic and into slavery, making Lancaster the fourth largest slave port in Britain with around 200 voyages leaving the city.

The project will see a range of artists, led by lead artist SuAndi OBE, working with schools and community groups across the district to explore the Lancaster hidden history.

 The project will culminate in the creation of a commemorative memorial to African peoples who suffered in Lancaster’s slave trade. This permanent memorial created by artist Kevin Dalton- Johnson will be sited on the Quayside in Lancaster.

The project has been funded by Arts Council North West, Lancaster City Council, Lancashire County Council & the Millennium Commission
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