Escape to Safety 

What might it be like to be in fear for your life … to have to leave your home … escape to another country … apply for asylum …  What if you are sent back?  

Visitors to the Closing Event of Lancaster District’s Diversity Festival had the opportunity to find out by taking part in Escape to Safety – a nationally acclaimed multi-media interactive experience developed by Lancaster-based Global Link.

Escape to Safety is a 40 foot lorry, partitioned into 8 stations to simulate different stages on a refugee’s journey.  Participants must leave their homeland, pass through border control, travel to another country, interact with immigration officials, live in a detention centre, then a bed-sit and then wait for the decision about their fate.  The exhibition contains video footage and a soundtrack with the voices of Maria, Asif and Ahmed - refugees from Rwanda, Afghanistan and Palestine.   The exterior has been colourfully painted by refugee artist Rebwar Saeed.

Gisela Renolds of Global Link said ‘Escape to Safety is an emotional experience, combined with facts and figures, which aims to promote a better understanding of the asylum issue and to challenge misinformation, stereotyping, prejudice and scape-goating of asylum-seekers’.  Participants who went through the exhibition at St. Martin’s on 30th October found it powerful and moving and even those who were reasonably aware about the issue confirmed that they had learned something.

Did you know?

that the movement of asylum-seekers is intimately linked with war and that the largest groups of refugees in this country come from areas of war - Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia?  

that the amount spent on refugees by the government costs the taxpayer a mere £1.79?   

that Einstein was a refugee?

that refugees constitute approximately 2% of the UK population? (a recent survey showed that the average UK citizen believes it is 23%)

that immigrants (refugees, economic migrants and others) contribute £2.5 billion a year more to the state than they receive?

All the facts and figures that we use are either from UNHCR or the Home Office. 

Since it’s launch in September last year, Escape to Safety has attracted national media attention – with positive reviews from the Times Educational Supplement and not-so-positive reviews from the Mail on Sunday and the Daily Express!  It has travelled throughout the United Kingdom, where it has been hired by schools, Local Education Authorities, Youth and Community services and other organisations.  Approximately 20 000 people have been through it.  Here are some of their comments:

“It’s good to know the real facts”

“The human face behind the headlines.  The terrible injustice we are allowing to be committed in our name.  More people should see this”

“Realised how little we actually support refugees when we constantly complain about them ‘leeching’ on our society.  Pretty incredible what you can do with a lorry!”

“The method of presentation is very powerful.  A lot of information in an easy-to-absorb way, in a short space of time.  A good reminder of the issues we face and peoples’ fears” 

Escape to Safety is available for hire.  For information, visit www.globallink.org.uk.  Tel: 01524 36201.

